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THE AUTHOR 

Preface 

There are those who consider that the bayonet was invented at Bayonne around 1671, 

others say that it had already served them in Flanders in 1642. America was discovered by 

Christopher Columbus and it was Amerigo Vespucci who gave it its name. It is possible that 

something similar happened with the bayonet. 

What is certain is that the first bayonet was a dagger. We have several authentic examples 

in the Artillery Museum. 

Again, at the start of the reign of Louis XIV, companies of infantry were composed of 

pikemen and musketeers mixed together. One solely armed with the pike, the other solely 

armed with the musket. 

It is probable that one of the latter had the idea of forcing the hilt of his dagger in the barrel 

of his musket, so as to be able to fight thus in close combat without too mush disadvantage 

and that his comrades copied him. 

Without more explanations of minutiae, one easily determines that this weapon has two 

limit; used both as a white arm and as a firearm it would be mediocre at combat from afar 

and not a good thing for the press of combat. 

Thus, the pike, which Montecuculi called the queen of weapons, maintained its supremacy 

until the moment where Vuaban saw fit to adopt for the entire infantry a musket armed 

with a bayonet fixed to the muzzle of the musket by means of a hollow socket which lent a 

firearm the capability of a pike and a white arm the capability to shoot. 

The greater part of the nations of Europe have kept the triangular, hollowed-out bayonet; 

some, like the Swiss, have adopted a form of blade equally hollowed, but with four faces. 

We have after 1830 replaced little by little in all the regiments, the bayonet as it is properly 

known with a sort of small, almost straight sabre, with flat blade and a single cutting edge 

in the form which imitates the yatagan of the Arab. 

The yatagan was replaced in turn with a sort of hunting knife of a new construction. At first 

look the blade appeared triangular; in reality, the vertical cutting edge represents an upper-

case T. 

The history of the bayonet is finished thus as it began, with the dagger. * 

Since the war of [18]70, the study of bayonet fencing has fallen by the wayside. They only 

care greatly to perfect shooting and to invent muskets and canon which can reach further 

than one can see. 

*The sword bayonet adopted for the new musket (the Lebel) is from the point of view of form a compromise between 

the old hollowed bayonet and the more recent sabre-bayonet. It matches one by the blade, which is not very cutting, 

but quadrangular, with four faces and four fullers; the other by the grip which is maintained in bronze and nickel. 

The weight is 400g; length 0.518m 

 



They forget too much that we have specific needs for close combat fighting in which we are 

without rival by grace of our muscular strength, united with agility, skill, vivacity and 

composure which we can develop without end. 

Nowhere else, except Italy perhaps, can wield nor is served as well by the sword than is 

France. Since a musket fitted with its bayonet is little more than a sword, only being longer 

than an ordinary sword; a sort of large estoc, a two-handed sword. 

And if one does not acquire a weapon that is overly heavy (around ten pounds) it has a 

rapidity of movement that one can have in fencing with the foil; it possesses on the other 

hand a precision in regard to weight, power of projection and enormous parries. 

Furthermore, its length allows it to reach the adversary at a distance where a sabre and 

sword is not able to touch. 

And if in a combat against several adversaries, it is not easy, with the musket used as a 

great stick, circling about oneself using moulinets, to form an impenetrable circle, It is, 

however, possible to oppose a serious defence by combining passes and voltes with bayonet 

thrusts and blows with the butt, the latter struck with the very end of the stock, that is to 

say with the butt-plate. 

The only weapon which, from the exclusive point of view of the struggle of close combat, 

would be superior to the musket armed with a bayonet, is the two-handed sword. Since, 

this weapon is terrible and assuredly very well designed it is no longer in use in any parts. 

One can thus say, in summary, that the bayonet remains without rival, especially wielded 

by a French infantryman. 

  



Short treatise on Bayonet fencing 

First Chapter * 

Step, passes, double passes, demi-voltes and voltes 

These various actions have the aim of putting one in reach of touching the adversary, or to 

put one out of range in such a way to not be touched by him. 

I-The step 

The instructor having placed the men of his platoon in one rank, commands, “For bayonet 

fencing, take your distance- step”. At the order to step, all the men except the first on the 

left, place themselves by stepping in such a way to put themselves with four paces between 

them. At measure each man takes his distance, halts and faces front. 

At the command “On guard, maintain guard” the platoon already at port arms takes the 

guard position in two times and two movements. 

1st movement. Raise the weapon with the right hand, and grip with the left hand below the 

lock, thumb above the barrel, then with right hand on the stock; make a half-turn to the 

right on the left heel and place at the same time the right foot at right angles, right heel 

against the left. 

2nd movement. Bring down the weapon with both hands, barrel on top, left elbow against 

the body, right hand at the thigh, tip of the bayonet at eye-height, carrying at the same time 

the foot 50 centimetres to the rear, right heel on the same line as the left, shanks a little 

bent, body weight carried equally between both legs (1). 

At the command of “Forward step!” (2) each man leads with the left foot which he carries 

forward a distance of about one pace; the right following in a way to retake the normal 

distance. 

This action is renewed in the same way until the order to halt. On the command of 

“Backward step!” (3) it is the right foot which is carried to the rear. The left follows. 

II- Passes and double passes 

On the command to “Pass forward, step!” one carries the right foot two paces (50 

centimetres) in front of the left. Body balanced on the haunches, heels a little closer on the 

same line, but in a way that the feet can pass each other to one side without hindrance. 

At the command of “On guard!” each man retakes the normal position. 

At the command of “Double pass forward!” the soldier carries repeatedly the right foot in 

front of the left, then the left foot in front of he right. He thus retakes the guard position 

after having, in reality, made two forward passes. 

At the command of “Pass to the rear, step!” it is the left foot which is carried to the rear of 

the right. For the double pass to the rear, the left foot is carried behind the right, then the 

right beyond the left. 

(1) For notes refer to the end of the text 

*We are not seeking to make here a new theory of fencing with the bayonet, and especially a complete treatise. Our 

pretence is the absolute opposite. We approached the theories in use in the army and by acquiring all the works 

already published on the matter and given that the most recent, that which Pinette published in 1847, is already 

old, we have only tried to simplify those and make easy the others, in such a way that we can give them to everyone. 

With our short manual, fencers who already know foil fencing will in a few hours be familiar with that of the bayonet, 

and those who do not know anything will be able after a few days to defend themselves with their musket. Finally, 

gymnastic societies, who have for some years expanding through France, will find in bayonet fencing, and 

independent of all practical questions, interesting preliminary movements. 

One must note that for the rest that this is the sole fencing which can be fruitfully taught in gymnasia. It can be the 

case now, for the better, as an officer of the army in Paris, M. Ricard, came to invent a very ingenious and blunt 

training bayonet; the aid of which means that the assault can be practiced without reservation and without danger. 



The pass to the right is performed by crossing the left foot in front of the right. The heel of 

one is found in line with the toe of the other. 

In the double pass: both feet are carried repeatedly to the right. The left foot first, the right 

foot follows. One then finds oneself in the guard position; only a good step further to the 

right 

Passes and double passes to the left are performed in a similar way, but here it is the right 

foot which performs the action. 

III- Demivoltes and voltes 

Demivoltes and voltes, as with passes and double passes, have the aim of following the 

movements of an adversary who seeks to turn you. 

They especially furnish an excellent means of defence against horsemen. One equally uses 

them with advantage to combat several adversaries at once. At the command of, “Demivolte 

to the right, step!” the men make a right by pivoting on the left heel. The right foot is 

slightly raised to facilitate the action. The demivolte to the left is performed by the same 

procedure while pivoting on the left heel. 

It is the same for voltes, which are no more than half-turns to the right or left, and by this 

means one finds oneself always on guard, facing to the rear, when one pivots to one side or 

the other. 

A second volte returns one to facing the front (4) 

  



CHAPTER II-Thrusts or attacks 

The attacks number four, given a denomination borrowed from foil fencing; the attack in 

prime, seconde, tierce and quarte.The first is intended to strike the adversary in the lower 

part of the body, to his left; the second is equally intended to touch the lower body, only to 

the right of the adversary; the third, the upper body to the left; the fourth, the upper body 

to the right. 

At the command of “Prime, thrust-weapon!” one extends both arms, the right at head 

height, the left at waist height, the tip of the bayonet low; the barrel of the musket turned to 

the left (5). At the same time, advance the left foot by about two paces and the right leg is 

held in a manner to project the body forward, one must take care that the head stays high 

and the torso is grounded. 

One must take guard so that the muscles of the arm are not contracted. The left hand does 

nothing more than support the weapon without letting go. It is the right hand which is used 

to aim. 

The instructor must take care to advise his platoon to retake the guard as soon as the 

thrust is made and without orders being given. One must not, indeed, allow the soldier to 

be in a tiring position for a longer time than is required to deliver the thrusts. It is, on the 

contrary, useful that one becomes accustomed to rapidly return to guard, so as to sustain 

the riposte of the adversary. To correct the drill, the instructor will perform the movements 

several times in a row with each individual man. 

At the command of “Seconde, thrust-weapon!” the arm and the legs act as in the previous 

movement, except the right arm is less raised; at the height of the chin, and the fore-end of 

the musket is turned to the right. The point of the bayonet is low. 

At the command of “Tierce, thrust-weapon!” the arm is extended, in a way that both are 

placed at chest height, the point of the bayonet high, the fore-end of the musket turned to 

the right. 

At the command of “Quarte, thrust-weapon!” the arm and the legs act as in the movement 

previous: the point of the bayonet is equally high, but the fore-end of the musket is turned 

to the left. 

At the command of “Throwpoint-weapon!” the soldier extends the right arm horizontally 

while advancing the right shoulder and completely releasing the left hand from the weapon, 

which finds itself thus placed next to the right hand, so as to be able to re-grab the musket 

immediately when it is withdrawn in to the guard position. 

At the moment where the arm is fully extended, the stock of the musket is found 

underneath the forearm, in a way to give a point of contact with the weapon. The thrust 

delivered, the soldier quickly retakes the guard without waiting for a command; because he 

cannot stay still for any length of time, as short as this time can be, in a stressed position. 

  



CHAPTER III-Parries, ripostes, engagements 

To parry is to protect oneself by means of one’s weapon from the thrusts which an 

adversary delivers with his own. 

To riposte is to render a thrust at the adversary which you deliver after having parried his 

own atatck 

I- Parries 

At the command of “Prime parry- weapon!” one quickly inclines the weapon while carrying it 

from right to left in a way that the point of the bayonet is a little forward and a little outside 

the left foot. The stock is found thus turned on high a little closer to head height. 

The barrel of the musket turned to the left; the point of the bayonet turned towards the 

ground. This action has an aim of turning aside the thrust of the adversary which is 

delivered against you to the lower body to the left. 

At the command of “Seconde parry- weapon!” one inclines quickly the weapon from left to 

right in a way that the point of the bayonet is found placed some inches from the ground a 

little to the right and a little more in front of the left foot. As in the previous parry, the stock 

is turned on high only, the right hand is no more than the shoulder height. The fore-end is 

turned to the right. This parry is intended to parry the thrust of the adversary which is 

delivered against you in the lower body to the right. 

At the command of “Tierce parry- weapon!” one quickly carries the weapon from left to right, 

the point of the bayonet stays at eye-height; but directed towards the right in a way that it 

passes across the line of the body. Fore-end turned to the right side. The movement has an 

aim to parry the thrust which is delivered to the face or to the upper body to the right. 

At the command of “Quarte parry- weapon!” the soldier turns quickly his weapon from right 

to left, the point of the bayonet at eye-height but turned towards the left a little and outside 

the line of the body. The fore-end of the musket turned to the left. This parry is intended to 

protect the face and the upper body against thrusts delivered to the left by the adversary. 

At the command of “Head parry- weapons!” one raises the weapon above the head, barrel 

placed horizontally, the fore-end turned on high, the point of the bayonet directed towards 

the left, the left hand a little above the head and a little to the right. The right hand stays on 

the grip of the weapon. This movement is principally intended to parry sabre blows from 

horsemen who will deliver them to your head. In this parry the left hand must only support 

the musket with the thumb and index finger half clenched in a way that the fingers are not 

exposed to being cut by the cutting edge of the sabre (6) 

II- Ripostes 

The parry must always be followed by a riposte so as to prevent the adversary from 

advancing and redoubling his attacks. Wherever possible the riposte must be made while 

covering oneself on the side where the parry was made. Thus, at the command of “Prime 

parry- riposte!” after having parried prime one ripostes in tierce while covering oneself on 

the left side. 

After having parried tierce, one ripostes in tierce while covering oneself on the right side. 

After each riposte the man retakes the same guard. 

Once the various actions are performed by every assembled soldier in a convenient manner; 

the instructor will sort from the ranks the most able men, place them in front of him and 

teach him of what the engagement of the bayonet comprises. He will make it move to the 

right or left while pressing lightly his bayonet against that of the adversary. (7) 

When the weapon is placed to the left of that of the adversary, one takes an engagement to 

the right by passing his bayonet under the opposing bayonet and repeating this when the 



weapon is placed to the right of that of the adversary. The instructor having thus made 

these engagements at the man placed in front of him, delivers various thrusts which he 

teaches him to parry, then he learns to riposte. 

When all the soldiers have well understood these preliminaries of combat, the instructor 

will place in his presence, two by two, the men who comprise the platoon and have them 

perform the various actions between them. For this he places his platoon in two ranks in a 

way that there is a distance of three paces between them, the first rank facing the rear. 

Then he commands “On guard, keep guard, engage tierce.” At the first command, both 

ranks cross bayonets, at the second the soldiers of the first rank take an engagement of 

tierce, that is to say, press lightly on their bayonets to the right against those of the men 

that they are facing. 

At the command of “Second rank, engage quarte.” the men of the second rank take an 

engagement of quarte, that is to say, press lightly their weapon against that of the 

adversary, after having passed their bayonet under the other as close as possible, but 

without touching. 

When the first and the second rank perform the two engagements in turn, the instructor 

has them equally thrust, parry and riposte in turn. Thus, he commands “Prime thrust, 

parry weapon.” At the command, the first rank delivers a thrust in prime, the second 

parries, and both place themselves on guard. 

Once the movement is well performed, the instructor commands “Prime, thrust, parry, 

riposte- weapon.” At this command, the first rank delivers a thrust in prime, the second 

parries and ripostes, the first parries, both ranks return to guard. 

The instructor begins the attack with the second rank. 

The instructor performs a similar drill for seconde, tierce etc… 

It is only when the men of both ranks understand all the movements, each thrust, each 

parry, and each riposte was intended to advance, that the instructor can give the order to 

move on to the assault, that is to say a simulation of combat in which the adversaries try to 

touch without being hit by the thrusts which are thrust against them. 

The instructor will watch with care that these thrusts are delivered consistently and 

without violence, thus to avoid all chance of an accident (8) 

  



OBSERVATIONS 

To place the men on guard it is not absolutely necessary that they are already at port arms. 

The guard position can be taken from that of the weapon at ease. 

One must note that these explanations, which has the school of the soldier following the 

command to cross the bayonet, does not show a good position for a fencing guard. 

We haven’t made the soldier step by advancing a little the left foot already placed to the 

front. 

Nothing prevents assuredly than to make move first the right foot, which is pressed against 

the left foot, which then follows forward taking the normal position of the guard. 

Do not desire to demonstrate more than the two procedures, which will only complicate the 

lesson; we have sought that which we perceive to be the most proper way to keep the man 

balanced and grounded. 

At the start of instruction, it would be unwise to overload the memory of the soldier; but 

once he has learned the necessary drills, it will be useful to show him how to increase his 

resources in combat. 

In the case of the step forward, the same observation, one can, instead of making the right 

foot move, make the left foot act first. In foil fencing, which serves us as a base, one learns 

both procedures, but the first is the rule, the second the exception. 

Once the soldier is practiced in the various movements taught in chapters I, II and III, the 

instructor can combine the movements of chapter I with the other chapters. That is to say 

have the men make passes and voltes, he can then after each pass and each volte have 

them perform thrusts and parries. 

One cannot take too long to study fencing with the bayonet, but one must obtain first 

correct performance and rapid, very simple movements; that each man knows at first to 

move, then deliver a thrust, to parry them and riposte. After this, only, does one pass on to 

more complicated exercises. Consider time first, then consider intuition on the part of the 

instructor, to determine that the men in front of him are capable of understanding and 

performing them. 

In bayonet fencing as in all others, one can only be covered on one side, either when one 

parries, or one delivers a thrust; but also as well for the thrust than for the parry, that is 

the side on which one must be covered. That is to say that when thrusting in prime one 

must be covered to the left, in seconde to the right and thus all that follows. 

For all weapons that best parry is the one which is the most rapid, most powerful and 

which allows an easy riposte. 

When using the musket, the most powerful parry will be formed with the barrel, for the 

double reason that a shock will be produced with the part the weapon which is metal and 

that the movement of the rotation while placing from right to left or left to right gives this 

shock a very much greater violence than a simple lateral movement. The inconvenience of a 

parry thus formed is the possibility of denting the barrel. 

Since, while seeking to fence with the best part of the white arm one must not reduce its 

use as a firearm it is for this that we have to take care to make a parry with the side of the 

musket where one finds the fore-end, except for prime which requires the arms to twist too 

awkwardly. 

 



Only with the use of the new repeater musket does a new objection arise. The side of the 

fore-end is taken up by the bolt action and this action is more fragile than the barrel itself. 

At this moment there can be no more hesitation, one must do it or parry with the wood of 

the musket or return to the parry formed with the barrel. 

It is clear that a well-trained man is not limited to the five parries shown. Always making 

the foil a basis for theory, nothing prevents him from learning some other parries in use for 

the latter weapon. Thus septime, octave, counters of tierce, counters of quarte. Nothing 

prevents further, and according to need, from combining the various parries, but it cannot 

be repeated too much, the useful is necessary at first, then more as time and occasion 

allows. 

Engagements can equally by done by passing the point of the bayonet over that of the 

adversary. Once again, one must avoid complicated instruction. 

With regards to the assault we have not spoken of feints; this omission is deliberate. Men 

who know the foil will not be flustered by them and those who have not done them cannot 

afford to lose time by learning them. One must not forget that fencing for the bayonet is 

especially intended to form a skillset for combat. Since, in combat one barely has time to 

use all the finesse which the study of the foil can put at your disposition. It must be that 

above all is the priority of perception, hardiness and decision. 

All the while, here are some feints which can be used in the assault; appels with the left 

foot. Threats for a straight thrust. Threat of a head thrust, flank thrust. Threat of a flank 

thrust, thrust to head. Pressure in the line opposed to the engagement, disengage one-two, 

etc. It will be good to allow a certain margin of initiative to men of intelligence and skill. 

In combat against several adversaries one can use the stock and the bayonet alternatively. 

For example, if you have performed a demivolte to the left, you can strike a man who is to 

your left with a bayonet thrust, those to the right with a thrust of the stock. And all that 

follows. 

The stock could be equally employed when one is too close to one’s adversary to touch with 

the bayonet. The arms raised, the left hand above the left shoulder, barrel of the musket to 

the rear, one aims the extremity of the stock in a way that the butt-plate strikes the face of 

the assailant. 

In combat against a horseman it is especially the nostrils which must be aimed for, the 

flank if one can gain one of his sides. If the man cannot be reached properly, then aim to 

the groin or a little below the thigh if he is not a cuirassier. 


