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Figure I- Captain with spontoon at ease 

It must be that the officer places himself in 

line, that he has a distance of one & a half feet 

between both of his heels, that he holds the 

spontoon in the right hand, wrist at eye height, 

& left arm extended to the side of his sword. 

 

Figure II- Spontoon on the slope 

One must note that the officer must turn on 

the left heel, turning to the right; that he has 

the right arm extended to eye height, & the left 

hand extended on the spontoon next to the 

waist of his britches; as one can see in the 

image. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure III- Salute with the spontoon 

The officer having turned to the slope, carries 

the right hand to the heel of the spontoon; 

opening the left hand above his cravat; 

lowering the point of his spontoon to a half 

foot from the ground; then raises his spontoon 

on the slope, while replacing the right hand to 

its place; & returning to the spontoon at ease. 

 

Figure IV- Salute with spontoon at ease 

Immediately that the officer has grounded his 

spontoon, he must take his hat with the left 

hand, & then hold it extended alongside his 

coat, the inside of the hat exposed; he retires 

the left foot behind the right foot; & bowing his 

head he replaces it to the same position from 

where it started, & then he recovers. The 

salute is done in front of a general, a Prince or 

a Colonel. In front of the King he must not 

make any salute either with the foot or the 

head. 

 

  



Figure V- Spontoon half-trailing, head to 

the front 

To do this movement easily, it must be that 

the officer leads with the left foot; that on the 

third step he couches his spontoon while 

advancing immediately. He continues his step 

with the left foot in unison with the movement 

of the right hand, & turning the wrist to the 

outside, as is seen in the figure. 

 

Figure VI- Spontoon shouldered 

The officer must note that, when he must 

place the spontoon on his shoulder, he must 

advance the right foot while hoisting his 

spontoon forward at head height. He makes a 

twirling turn to place it on the diagonal, as is 

seen before in the second figure. He lowers his 

right arm, & in one move he places his 

spontoon on the flat of the right shoulder & 

raises the heel of the spontoon as high as the 

point. 

 

Figure VII- Salute of the spontoon on the 

wrist 

The officer passing a review or mounting 

guard, will make the salute while putting the 

spontoon or pike on the slope, & turning on 

the right foot, left foot on point. He will change 

the right hand to the heel of the spontoon; 

open the left hand, lowers the point of the 

spontoon to the side on which he wants to 

salute the person in front of whom he must 

pass; while marching always with the same 

regular pace. He couches his spontoon on the 

right arm, next to the right shoulder, 

supporting it on the wrist. He raises his hat 

with the left hand & makes his salute as is 

seen in the image. In front of the king he 

continues his step without making any bow. 

 

Figure VIII- The game of the spontoon in 

war 

It must be that the officer has his spontoon at 

ease, puts the spontoon on the slope, that he 

changes the right hand to the heel of the 

spontoon, that he joins the right heel to the 

left heel, while extending the right foot to the 

rear by about half a foot, shank extended & 

the left knee a little bent. He couches the 

spontoon on the left arm, the right arm 

extended while marching. It must be the he 

always departs from the left foot, & that he 

continues to march up to the place where he 

must stop. While making sure he raises his 

spontoon on the slope, & replaces the 

spontoon to the ground, as is seen in the first 

image. 

 

  



Figure IX- Ensign Officer 

The Ensign Officer must ground the unfurled 

flag on his left shoulder, wrist of the left hand 

at the but of the heel of the flag, with regard to 

the left temple; & between both heels he must 

have a distance of one & a half feet, the right 

hand extended along the thigh. To make a 

salute with the flag, he must join the right 

hand one foot above the heel of the flag, 

passing it over the head, & make a swooping 

motion a half foot from the ground; he replaces 

it on the left shoulder, raises his hat in the 

right hand. While making his salute in front of 

the King, he must hold steady without making 

any sort of bow. 

 

Figure X- The marching Ensign 

One must take care that when one is 

commanded to pass in front of the King in 

review, it must be that he makes his salute the 

same way that is stated before; but when the 

salute is made in front of his colonel, a Prince 

or a General, he must do it while marching 

with a hat down low, while making an 

inclination of the left foot & bending the body. 

In front of the King, he steps without making 

any bow, only his hat low, along his thigh. 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure XI- The Ensign defends his flag 

The Ensign Officer must note, that when the 

battalion is in battle, he must be at the head of 

the pikemen holding his flag with the heel 

pressed on the left thigh, & gripped by the left 

hand, holding his bare blade in hand, as seen 

in the image. 

 

Figure XII- The Sergeant 

The sergeant, at ease with his halberd, must 

have the wrist of the right hand near the hook 

which is below the blade; it must be that he 

has a distance of a foot & a half between both 

heels. He must not salute anyone if he does 

not have his hat in his left hand. 

 

Figure XIII- The Sergeant on the March 

He carries, with his right hand, his halberd 

half trailing & the head to the front. There is 

hardly any drill for handling the halberd in 

war, unless it is done as the officer with a 

spontoon as required. 

 


